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`42-crore chit 
fund fraud 
victims move 
HC for refund
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada 

NEARLY 300 people from four 
mandals in West Godavari dis-
trict’s Tanuku region thronged 
the Andhra Pradesh High 
Court on Friday, hoping to re-
cover their money allegedly 
lost in a `42 crore chit fund 
fraud. 

The victims arrived in buses
and vans at their own expense, 
carrying payment receipts and 
passbooks issued by the 
company. 

The rush followed assuranc-
es from police that the accused 
father and son were willing to 
repay the money collected from 
them through chit funds. 

However, when their antici-
patory bail petition came up for 
hearing in the afternoon, the 
accused informed the court 
that they were withdrawing it. 

The court permitted the 
withdrawal. Subsequently, the 
victims surrounded the ac-
cused’s car as they attempted to 
leave the High Court premises,
leading to tense scenes. Police 
eventually escorted them to the 
Tulluru police station after dis-
persing the crowd with 
difficulty. 

The accused, Goli Srinivasa 
Rao and his son Goli Bhavani 
Shankar of  Tanuku, allegedly 
operated Sri Durga Bhavani 
Chits and Finance. 

TTD to come up with ‘Garuda Map’
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

THE Tirumala Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) will soon 
launch a dedicated digital navi-
gation application to help devo-
tees navigate Tirumala, with 
the first phase covering more 
than 100 key locations across 
the hill town.

TTD Additional Executive 
Officer Ch Venkaiah Choudary 
said the development and back-
end work for the application, 
tentatively called ‘Garuda Map’ 
or the ‘Venkatadri’ initiative, 
had been completed. The plat-
form will provide audio-visual 
directions and turn-by-turn 
navigation to help pilgrims 
reach temples, facilities and 
other important locations with-

out difficulty. The first phase 
has mapped 100 key locations, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  m a i n 
Venkateswara Temple, Matrus-
ri Tarigonda Vengamamba An-
naprasadam complex, free bus 
stops, drinking water outlets, 
ticket counters, laddu distribu-
tion stalls and local sub-
temples. 

TTD plans to add another 100 
locations and provide real-time 
updates on events.

A key feature will guide devo-
tees to the correct entry gates 
and help them identify where 
queue lines are forming. 

Pilgrims arriving at the 
Vaikuntam Queue Complex or 
outer entry circles will be able 
to enter their entry-pass details 
to view the relevant routes.

The application will support 

typed searches and voice com-
mands. Its artificial intelli-
gence-powered voice assistant,
‘Govinda’, will provide step-by-
step audio directions, distanc-
es, estimated walking times 
and suitable vehicle routes. 
The system will also guide us-
ers to facilities such as the Cen-
tral Reception Office (CRO), 
sub-enquiry desks, medical aid 
centres and allotted accommo-
dation blocks.

The application will also fea-

ture a parking memory facility 
that allows devotees to save 
their vehicles’ exact locations. 
After completing darshan or 
other rituals, users can access 
directions to return to their ve-
hicles from guest houses or 
o t h e r  l o c a t i o n s  a c r o s s 
Tirumala.

To ensure continued access 
in areas with poor network con-
nectivity, the application will 
support offline navigation. TTD 
plans to make it available on 
the Google Play Store and Ap-
ple App Store in Telugu, Eng-
l i s h ,  H i n d i ,  Ta m i l  a n d 
Kannada.

For devotees who do not use 
smartphones, TTD plans to in-
stall 20 interactive display ki-
osks at major junctions across 
Tirumala.

It will provide audio-visual directions to help pilgrims reach temples and other places

TG issues strict rules for euthanasia of stray dogs
S  B A C H A N  J E E T  S I N G H  @ Hyderabad

THE Telangana State Animal 
Welfare Board has issued stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs) for the euthanasia of  
rabid, terminally ill, fatally in-
jured and demonstrably dan-
gerous stray dogs in urban lo-
c a l  b o d i e s  ( U L B s )  a n d 
Panchayat Raj institutions 
across the State.

Telangana is the second State 
after Kerala to introduce such 

procedures, in compliance with 
the Supreme Court’s directions 
issued in May this year permit-
ting euthanasia in specified 
circumstances. 

The Animal Husband-
ry, Dairy Development 
and Fisheries depart-
ment issued orders on 
the SOPs adopted by the 
Board to prevent dog bite 
incidents, manage stray dogs 
and implement the court’s di-
rections. The SOPs are binding

on all municipal corporations, 
municipalities and Panchayat 

Raj institutions in Telangana. 
They stipulate that eu-

thanasia can be car-
ried out only on the 
written recommenda-
tion of  a designated 
committee and by a 

qualified veterinarian 
using intravenous sodi-

um pentobarbital. 
The use of  other chemicals 

that cause pain and mechanical 

methods has been prohibited.
Senior officials told TNIE 

that the procedures apply only 
to dogs meeting specific medi-
cal or behavioural criteria. 

These include dogs with con-
firmed symptoms of  rabies; 
terminally ill dogs with incur-
able conditions, such as ad-
vanced blood cancer or malig-
nant tumours; and fatally 
injured dogs suffering severe, 
irreversible trauma with no 
chance of  recovery. They also 

cover extremely aggressive 
dogs with a history of  severe 
aggression or unprovoked at-
tacks on the public, including 
children.

To prevent misuse, public 
complaints alone will not lead 
to euthanasia. Captured dogs 
will be placed under observa-
tion by veterinary experts to 
establish whether they exhibit 
aggressive behaviour or symp-
toms of  disease before a deci-
sion is taken.

TTD plans to upgrade 
amenities for elderly
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Tirumala

TIRUMALA Tirupati Dev-
asthanams (TTD) is rolling out 
modernisation initiatives to 
upgrade pilgrim amenities 
with special focus on senior 
citizens. 

The initiatives are 
based on feedback from 
visiting pilgrims and 
recommendations sub-
mitted by a senior 
scribe and Executive Of-
ficer M Ravichandra is 
taking them forward. Automat-
ed laddu dispensing units, 
queue optimisation and next 
generation modernisation are 
some of  the initiatives that 
would be taken up by TTD. 

To address ongoing opera-
tional friction and recurring 

complaints of  irregularities at 
issuance points, TTD is over-
hauling its prasadam distribu-
tion network through technolo-
gy-driven automation.

Payment terminals and lad-
du issuance points will be phys-
ically de-linked to prevent 

crowding and maintain 
c o n t i n u o u s  q u e u e 
movement.

Devotees will receive 
prasadam via automat-
ed tokens, allowing the 

administration to man-
age peak footfalls without 

corridor chokepoints.
For senior citizens, advanced 

commodes, ergonomic foot-
stools, and modern lavatory ac-
cessories across all TTD Rest 
Houses will be installed to sup-
port aged devotees and individ-
uals with limited mobility.

Low pressure may form  
over Bay next week
Bhubaneswar: A fresh low-
pressure likely to form over the 
Bay of Bengal next week could 
pour cold water on Durga Puja 
festivities in the State. The India 
Meteorological Department  
(IMD) said the low-pressure area 
is likely to form over the south-
east Bay of Bengal around 
October 13. The system is 
expected to become more marked 
and move west-northwestwards 
coasts over the three to four days

A woman was allegedly duped of `40 lakh by a 
couple running an unregistered chit fund scheme 
at Chaitanyapuri in Hyderabad. According to 
police, victim invested in three installment chits

WOMAN 
DUPED 
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